WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?
Arts and culture is the foundation of our daily lives, the basis
for understanding the world. There is considerable evidence
connecting arts engagement to health and wellbeing,
identity and belonging, and the transformation of place.
As well, NESTA (2008) heralds a Masters of Fine Arts (MFA)
degree to be the new Masters of Business Administration
(MBA) as a requisite for adaptation in the knowledge
economy. A vibrant sector provides the creativity, skills and
networks that underpin resilient people and places, and is
key to ‘Place making’ - a strong attractor for mobile people,
investment and tourists. Arts and culture employs local
residents to create value-added goods; retains youth, creative
talent and monies necessary for revitalization; and, has a
disproportionately high impact on the economy
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WHAT ARE THE TRENDS?

WHAT’S NEW?

Sault Ste. Marie is transitioning from a ‘singleindustry town’ to a more diversified economy
and place to live, work and play.
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The City has demonstrated a stronger commitment to
the sector by revising its cultural policy in 2016, and
increasing Art Gallery of Algoma’s annual funding by
almost one-third. It is also developing a Public Art Policy
and continues its Community Committee on Graffiti
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In 2016 there was a much needed multi-level
government investment in: the Algoma Conservatory of
Music ($2.1 million); Art Gallery of Algoma ($427,344) and
the Bushplane Heritage Centre ($1M)
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Collaborative relationships between Parks Canada
and Batchewana First Nation continue to enhance
the experience of the Canal site and Whitefish Island.
In addition, investments to the Ermatinger-Clergue
National Historic Site have made the addition of the
Heritage Discovery Centre possible. Such enhancements
create further opportunities for artists in the city.
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New downtown businesses such as 180 Gore, the
Gore Street Café, the Artist Alcove and Shabby Motley
Handcrafts are linking arts and enterprise, and
providing places for new and emerging artists to meet
one another, test new art forms, and collaborate on
developing innovative ideas. They are also providing role
models for youth to launch arts-related social enterprise.
Social Entrepreneurship Evolution (SEE) and Indigenous
Youth for Change (UIYFC) both use arts to engage youth
in social entrepreneurship

yy

Kiwanis Community Theatre Black Box is a small
fully equipped performance arts space capable of
being configured in a variety of ways to satisfy the
demands of film presentation, solo artists, quartets,
children’s theatre, theatre-in-the-round, or drama
seating audiences of approximately 125
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The Machine Shop and Yard @ Mill square are providing
larger venue opportunities
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The development of new media, including a nascent
film and digital gaming industry, is being supported by
both Algoma University, with its Fine Arts, Music and
Computer Science programs, and Sault College with its
programs in graphic design and film-making

Place-based cultural products illustrating the social and
cultural history of the community such as Animating the
John Rowswell Hub Trail, the Oral History Project (ongoing video recording archive), immigrant stories (onewoman monologues based on local residents’ lives) and
the recent focus on the region’s impact on the Group
of Seven and Glenn Gould are contributing to a greater
understanding of the City and region, while generating
economic diversification and tourism.
The tourism sector itself identifies culture and the arts,
particularly experiential and/or Indigenous culture, as
a growth area with activities extending the duration of
other visitors, e.g., conventions and sports events. The
Algoma Fall Festival and Algoma Conservatory of Music
are attracting local and regional audiences through
high quality, frequently world class, performances that
include educational opportunities.
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The Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Center continues to
fund tech start-ups and digital media is employing
youth, linking them to global talent and markets, while
generating innovate cultural products. A number of new
and larger venues have been made available through
local businesses including The Tech, The Machine Shop
and Yard @ Mill Square; and, public street art, such as
the community collaborative project Graffiti Reframed,
is empowering youth and increasing understanding of
its role in the creative economy.
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INTERESTING FACTS:

WHAT ELSE NEEDS TO BE DONE?
The city is seen as a regional cultural hub; however, cultural workers, institutions
and organizations are challenged in maintaining existing infrastructure, advancing
careers, developing critical networks and getting goods to local and global markets.
Strategic investment is needed to increase efficiencies, sustainability and growth in:
yy

Engagement, education and employment;

yy

cultural institutions’ and organizations’ sustainability;

yy

diverse networks and partnerships;

yy

marketing mechanisms;

yy

integration of culture into planning documents; and

yy

community identity and competitive advantage.

Algoma Conservatory of Music
Art Gallery of Algoma

Corporation of the City of Sault Ste. Marie
NORDIK Institute

Social Entrepreneurship Evolution

