WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?
A vital downtown symbolizes a healthy community.
High quality places retain and attract skilled people.
For Sault Ste. Marie to diversify its economy and
attract newcomers it is imperative to invest in the
downtown. Concentrating development in the city
core will create synergies, enhance mobility, and
increase community pride.
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WHAT ARE THE TRENDS?

WHAT’S NEW?
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City Council recently approved a new Downtown
Strategy, which establishes an action plan for overcoming
enduring challenges. A holistic approach to revitalization
is proposed through employing mechanisms beyond
traditional planning tools. A comprehensive engagement
program provided significant input on downtown
issues and opportunities. Feedback was instrumental in
identifying priority projects, policy directions, and defining
strategic priorities.
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Two business incubators have been initiated, one
specifically for IT business start-ups located on Queen
Street, and one recently opened in the Mill Square
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Re-development of the Canal District, former St. Mary’s
Paper site, into a farmer’s market, a restaurant, the
relocation of the Algoma Conservatory of Music, all
contribute to providing a strong ‘anchor’ at the west end
of the downtown. Adding to this is the Etienne Brule
community hub development, Gore Street reconstruction,
and the pump track.
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The establishment of the Neighbourhood Resource Centre
and two new businesses – 180 Gore and the Gore Street
Café – as well as the renovations of the nearby ‘The Tech’
have also strengthened the vitality of the west end of the
downtown
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The Downtown Development Initiative was
launched in 2006. Over the past ten years,
downtown strategic planning efforts have
focused on public realm enhancements and
incentive programs to catalyze private sector
investment. Residential and commercial building
permit values totaled approximately $84 million
from 2006 to August 20161 and downtown
property improvement grants have leveraged
$4.8 million in private investment in existing
commercial buildings.2
The EDC identifies over 700 businesses and
organizations in the downtown core,3 and the
downtown is the most popular location for small
locally-owned businesses to start up.
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The largest proportion of our downtown is used
for commercial, industrial and institutional
purposes. Nearly one-fifth is residential housing
and 10% of the downtown is vacant.5
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There is very little park/green space in the
downtown core
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WHAT WOULD ENHANCE YOUR
DOWNTOWN EXPERIENCE?
• Increased cycling infastructure
• Beautification
• Pedestrian-oriented roads & traffic planning
• More frequent and direct transit
• More/fewer parking spaces
• Improved conditions of dilapitated buildings
(increased enforcement)

INTERESTING FACTS:

WHAT DO PEOPLE
DO DOWNTOWN?

WHAT ELSE SHOULD WE BE DOING?
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Preserve downtown as commercial, cultural, and administrative core
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Develop a vibrant residential neighbourhood/complete neighbourhood
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Encourage active use of downtown spaces/cultivate a ‘sense of place’
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Facilitate beautiful streets and open spaces
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Improve mobility and linkages

1
2

City of Sault Ste. Marie Building Division
City of Sault Ste. Marie Planning Division

3
4

City of Sault Ste. Marie Planning Division Survey on Downtown Development, July 2016
Canadian Urban Institute. 2014. The Value of Investing in Northern Ontario Downtowns: Sault Ste. Marie Case Study.

