WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?
Population and demographic trends inform a wide
variety of public and private economic decisions based
upon local demand and available labour force.
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WHAT ARE THE TRENDS?

WHAT’S NEW?
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Since 1981 the population of Sault Ste. Marie has
been declining. This is not a phenomenon unique
to our city, it is occurring across all of NorthernOntario. Currently our population is stable at
75,140. Contributing factors to population decline
are decreasing birth rates and increasing death
rates. Our community experiences an average net
loss of 284 people per year.2 As our population
continues to age this number will grow.

The Sault’s ethnic diversity has increased slightly in recent
years. In 2011, 1.65% of the population identified themselves
as a visible minority, compared with 1.27% in 2001. This 0.38%
increase amounts to 280 people. Recently 70 Syrian refugees
have migrated to our community. Although visible minorities
constitute a small portion of Sault Ste. Marie’s population
there has been significant growth. The recruitment of
international students by both post-secondary institutions
is likely to increase the constituency.
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Currently our median age is 45.7 as compared to
the Provincial median age of 35.2. We also have an
out-migration of our youth population. As a result,
Sault Ste. Marie has a smaller portion of youth
compared to other age categories.
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OR OLDER

Sault Ste. Marie’s proportion of single parent
families is higher than the provincial average
(18.3% citywide vs. 15% provincially)
Sault Ste. Marie has a significantly higher aboriginal
population than the rest of the province: 9.4%
of residents identified themselves as aboriginal,
with 3.8% identifying as Metis, compared to the
provincial averages of 2.4% and 0.7%.
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The Sault Ste. Marie household home ownership
rate is 70.6%, while the provincial average is 79.8%.
65.3% of households live in a single detached
dwelling, compared to 55.6% across the province.
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Approximately 19% of residents aged 25-64 in
Sault Ste. Marie possess a university degree at the
bachelor’s level or above, compared to 31.5% of
Ontario overall
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SSM has a greater proportion of people living alone
(31% vs. provincial average of 25%).

RESIDENTS

ARE 65

In 2011, 8.7% of the city’s population were
immigrants, 67% of which immigrated prior to 1971:
representing the influx of labourers that settled
in the city to work at the steel plant and paper
mill throughout the 20th century. Only 5.1% (350
people) of immigrants arrived in Sault Ste. Marie
from 2011-2016.

DOMINANT ETHNICITIES
IN SAULT STE. MARIE
ETHNICITY

NUMBER OF PEOPLE

PERCENTAGE

English

24,195

30.83%

French

18,780

23.93%

Italian

16,005

20.40%

Indigenous

7,330

9.34%

Other

33,025

46.33%

TOTAL POPULATION

75,140

100%

INTERESTING FACTS:

POPULATION:

75,140
DOMINANT ETHNICITIES

WHAT ELSE NEEDS TO BE DONE?
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To maintain our current labour force size, our community will require a concerted
effort. Marketing Sault Ste. Marie to attract newcomers and or re-patriates, and
providing greater support of currently unemployed or underemployed workers
(such as those currently in receipt of EI or social assistance, people with disabilities,
indigenous, women, youth) will be required
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Increasing the number of Sault Ste. Marie citizens who attain post-secondary
degrees/diplomas to meet the Provincial average is a necessary goal.
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Construction of more single dwelling housing units is essential.
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